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Illinois EPA Section 319 
Notice of Funding Opportunities (NOFOs)

Nonpoint Source Pollution:
Watershed-Based Plan and 

Watershed-Based Plan Implementation



Section 319 Grant Program
Applications due by December 7, 2022, Noon

Section 319
Location Statewide/Priority Watersheds 

Watershed-Based Planning Areas

State Allocation $4.5 Million
Grant Range $20,000 - $1.2 Million 
Maximum Grant $1.5 Million

Minimum Match 40 %

Project Length Normally 24 Months

Eligible Projects
Per USEPA (2013)

Watershed-Based Planning (WBP) or 
WBP Implementation (TMDLs Too!)

Practices NPS Pollution Control BMPs *

Eligible Costs

Administration & Planning

Design & Engineering

Construction/Planting

Construction Oversight

Education/Outreach

Monitoring
* Excludes BMPs Required by State or Federal Law
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NOFO #1: Watershed-Based Planning

 Develop or update a watershed-based plan;
 Proposed projects may include one or more of the following 

project components:
 Technical assistance for NPS pollution control;
 Environmental and/or social indicator monitoring to help document the 

need for NPS pollution control; 
 Education and/or outreach to promote activities that help control NPS 

pollution.
 Watershed-based planning committee and stakeholder meetings are 

considered part of the planning process – NOT education and outreach
 Education and Outreach is making groups and individuals more aware of 

watersheds and watershed planning.
 Found at: 

https://il.amplifund.com/Public/Opportunities/Details/3792367
f-415b-47de-a9db-eed15ee400c0
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NOFO #2: Implementation Activities

 Implementation of NPS components of an Illinois EPA-
approved watershed-based plan 

 Implementation of NPS components of an U.S. EPA-approved 
Total Maximum Daily Load Implementation Plan

 Non-watershed-based plan NPS pollution control projects 
 Best Management Practice Implementation
 NPS Education, Information and/or Outreach Programs
 NPS Technical Assistance (planning and/or implementation)
 Monitoring (requires an Illinois EPA approved QAPP submitted by 

application deadline)
 Found at: 

https://il.amplifund.com/Public/Opportunities/Details/a45b
b70d-d072-41e5-b1d9-5ef00782047b
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Illinois Office of Management and Budget 
Grant Accountability and Transparency Act (GATA). 

Applicants must apply for a grant through the GATA portal!

If potential grantee is not already pre-qualified, start the 
process NOW!

grants.illinois.gov

Five pre-award requirements
1. Authentication 
2. Grantee Registration
3. Grantee Pre-qualification
4. Fiscal and Administrative Risk Assessment (ICQ)
5. Programmatic Risk Assessment
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The New Grant Application System

 Online application for Notice of 
Funding Opportunities

 Replaces the old PDF 319 
applications

 Integrated directly into GATA system
 Reduces opportunity for errors and 

missing information in applications
 Does not allow application after the 

deadline (December 7, 2022 at Noon)
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Step 1: Creating a New GATA Account

 Before anyone can apply, they need an account for their organization in the GATA Portal. 
 If you need to set up an account

 Go to https://grants.Illinois.gov/portal
 Click “Create Account”
 Fill in your information and click “Register”

 Additional help on GATA access questions 
 https://gata.illinois.gov/
 Email: OMB.GATA@illinois.gov
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The New NOFO
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The Online Uniform Application
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You Can Submit Multiple Applications
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Uniform Grant Application: Same Information as Before
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See Forms, Track Progress and Know When Sections and 
Forms are Complete

12



Project Eligibility Section: Saves Work!

 These questions help you determine if you’re filling 
out the application appropriate for your proposed 
project
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If Information is Missing, It Will Not Let You Mark Complete   
Click on “Save” or “Save and Continue”

Save Often!
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Many Questions Use Drop Down Menus. 
Some Allow Multiple Answers – Use CTRL-Click
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Questions Requiring Longer Answers 
Let the Applicant Format Text! 
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Required Project Details Use a Spreadsheet  You 
Download from the System

Download blank spreadsheet

Upload completed spreadsheet
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Section 319 Additional Details Spreadsheets
(Watershed Planning Spreadsheets will not have BMP tabs) 
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Section 319 Additional Details Spreadsheets
(Watershed Planning Spreadsheets will not have BMP tabs)
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Use Integrated Report App Tool to
Complete the Application
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Integrated Report App: Stream Segments

 https://illinois-
epa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=773c1711e0e9417ea7cd6c
ad8afb66ea
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Drawing Tools
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Integrated Report App: Available Information

 8, 10, and 12-digit Watersheds and Watershed Acres
 AUID stream codes
 Designated Use impairments
 Impairment causes
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App Includes Environmental Justice Areas Near Project Area
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The New USEPA Region 5 
Pollutant Load Reduction Model

Region 5 Model for Estimating 
Pollutant Load Reductions | US 
EPA

You can use either PLET online 
tool or the STEPL spreadsheet. 
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New AmpliFund Budget Form
Create Line Items by Clicking on the “+” at Left of Categories
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Fill in Budget Detail Items

Answering “No” to 
“Non-Grant Funded” field 
means “grant funded”
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Fill in Match Line Items

Answering “Yes” to 
“Non-Grant Funded” field 
means “match funded”
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Some Line Items Allow Attachments
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Check for Errors and Go Back and Adjust the  
Budget or the Project Information
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Budget is Complete When There are No Red Error Messages

Incomplete Complete
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Enter the Budget Summary Amounts into the 
Budget Tab of the Details Spreadsheet 
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Note: Planning Projects Will Not Have Construction Costs
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AmpliFund Identifies Corrections Needed
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Submitting the Application

 You must hit submit button to submit application!
 Do not wait until the last minute! 
 The submit button goes away at the deadline!
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Once Submitted, You can Download a Copy 
Application Package for your Files
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Once it’s submitted, it can’t be changed, only withdrawn!
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GATA Help

 GATA Frequently Asked Questions 
may be found here: 
https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/GATA/Gr
antee/Pages/GranteePortalFAQ.aspx

 Email GATA staff:
 OMB.GATA@illinois.gov
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AmpliFund Help

 Technical resources and assistance 
 https://il-amplifund.zendesk.com (Requires an account).

 E-mail the AmpliFund Support Desk at: 
 support@il-amplifund.zendesk.com
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Please Give Us Feedback!

 We welcome any and all comments on the 
application process

 What changes/improvements would you like to see 
for the applications themselves?

 Send all suggestions and comment to Jeff at 
jeffrey.edstrom@illinois.gov
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Links to the Applications
41

 Watershed-Based Planning
 https://il.amplifund.com/Public/Opportunities/Details/3792

367f-415b-47de-a9db-eed15ee400c0

 Watershed-Based Plan Implementation and Other 
Activities
 https://il.amplifund.com/Public/Opportunities/Details/a45bb

70d-d072-41e5-b1d9-5ef00782047b

https://il.amplifund.com/Public/Opportunities/Details/3792367f-415b-47de-a9db-eed15ee400c0
https://il.amplifund.com/Public/Opportunities/Details/a45bb70d-d072-41e5-b1d9-5ef00782047b


Questions?

Thank You! Jeff Edstrom
David Souther

Rufus Ajayi
Christine Davis

Nonpoint Source Unit
Illinois EPA, Bureau of Water

217.782.3362
jeffrey.edstrom.@illinois.gov

david.souther@illinois.gov
rufus.ajayi@illinois.gov

christine.davis@illinois.gov

Early Childhood Center – DuPage County
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